INDIA (i)

INDIA, most important and most valuable of all
colonial possessions, has been mainly British since
early igth century. Three-fifths of total area (which
is nearly half that of all Europe) is a British possession,
directly administered and under control of India
Office in London. Remainder of peninsula made
up of some 700 feudatory States, under British
" protection." Largest of these Hyderabad, with
population of 14^ million. Relations between
Central Government and States are governed by
various treaties, permitting varying degrees of
control. War and peace, foreign policy, posts and
telegraphs, customs, and in most cases currency,
in hands of Government
Population of India, 350,000,000, or 70 per cent
of total population of British Empire. " The mere
increase of Indian population during the last 50
years is alone greater than the total White population
of the Empire" (D. G. Somervcll, The British
Empire).
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